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FORT WORTH 

The Fastest Growing City In America 


ORT WORTH is brimming with wealth and crowded 
w T ith newcomers. Thousands of discharged officers 
and men of the American Army have been absorbed 
by her great industrial and mercantile concerns and 
thousands of others are at work in the oil fields 
adjacent to Fort Worth. Between 1900 and 1910 
Fort Worth gained 174.7 per cent in population and was shown 
by the Federal census to be the fastest growing city in Texas. 
At no period in her history, however, has the rate of increase 
been so great as during the past year. 

Recent estimates of the population of Fort Worth and her 
immediately adjacent suburbs, based upon the scholastic popu¬ 
lation, show’ that the city now has 143,000, and this is increasing 
at the rate of from 3,000 to 5,000 per month. 

Fort Worth is the gateway to West Texas and West Texas 
is growing as rapidly as is Fort Worth. It is conservatively 
estimated that more than 200,000 newcomers have settled in this 
area in the past year and statisticians of the railroads and of the 
large oil companies predict that this number will reach 500,000 
by the end of the present year. 

A score of towns in West Texas have multiplied their popu¬ 
lation since the bringing in of the first oil well in the new fields 
in 1917. In eighteen months Ranger has grown from 700 to 
20,000; Eastland from 800 to 8,000, and in six months Desdemona 
has increased from 250 to 2,500. In all of these towns intensive 
building campaigns are under way. 














A Great Railroad Center 


ORT WORTH is the transportation center of the 
Southwest and the only large city having direct rail 
connections with the new oil fields of North Central 
and West Texas. There are eleven railroads with 
sixteen outlets serving the city. They are the 
Rock Island, Santa Fe, Fort Worth & Denver City, 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas, Houston & Texas Central, Inter¬ 
national & Great Northern, Frisco, Cotton Belt, Trinity & Brazos 
Valley, Texas & Pacific and Fort Worth Belt. General offices of 
the Rock Island, Frisco, Fort Worth & Denver and Fort Worth 
Belt are located in Fort Worth. 

Fort Worth, due to the convergence of railroads and her 
geographical location, is the natural and logical interchange point 
for carload and less than carload freight. Merchandise freight 
from the North for practically all of Fort Worth Trade territory 
is loaded to break bulk and transfer in Fort Worth, and sufficient 
tonnage is afforded to operate package car service from Fort 
Worth to more points and more frequently than from other cities. 

The next day’s delivery of L. C. L. freight is made for a 
distance of between 200 and 300 miles from Fort Worth, dis¬ 
tributing to both first and second freight train divisions in all 
directions, embracing 125,664 square miles. 

Railroad yards at Fort Worth are the largest southwest of 
Kansas City, having a storage capacity of approximately 15,000 
cars. So largely has the traffic grown, however, that on a visit 
to Fort Worth during the month of May, 1919, Walker D. Hines, 
Director of Railways, declared that they must be enlarged. 
Officials of the Texas & Pacific and of the Frisco railroads have 
announced their determination to commence at once extensive 
railroad extensions in the oil fields west of Fort Worth. 

In addition to her steam railroads Fort Worth has two inter- 
urban lines, running to Dallas and Cleburne, and a third, which 
is to enter the oil fields of West Texas through Mineral Wells, has 
been projected. Present street railway lines, including the inter- 
urbans, have a total trackage of 114 miles. The trackage within 
the city is 63.6 miles, including 15 miles of double track. Head¬ 
quarters of the Eleventh District, United States Railway Mail 
Service, are maintained at Fort Worth. 













Fort Worth’s Wonder Oil Fields 


HE most extensive and rapid development of oil fields 
in history has drawn the attention of the world to 
Fort Worth and the vast oil areas in the adjacent 
territory. In eighteen months these fields have been 
developed to a point where they are producing 179,000 
barrels of oil daily. At present prices this production 
is worth $150,000,000 annually. The most eminent geologists pre¬ 
dict that this will be doubled within another year. At the present 
rate this production is worth 77 per cent more than the entire 
gold output of the United States and Alaska combined. 

Not only in their area and their rapid development have the 
Fort Worth fields surpassed the world. Statistics prove that the 
average initial production of the wells is greatly in excess of that 
in other fields and that the percentage of dry holes is much 
smaller. In the first quarter of 1919 the average production of 
new wells in the Fort Worth fields was 416 barrels; in Oklahoma 
fields it was 101 barrels, and in Kansas fields, 52 barrels. The 
percentage of dry holes in Texas was 12; in Oklahoma 29, and in 
Kansas 20. 

Prior to the discovery of the new fields Fort Worth was the 
pipe line center of Texas, with more than 80 per cent of the pipe 
line mileage of the State of Texas converging there. Main lines 
of the Magnolia, Gulf and Texas companies entered the city. 
Since the discoveries the Gulf Pipe Line Company has laid an 
eight-inch line from Ranger to Fort Worth. The United Pro¬ 
ducers Pipe Line Company is laying a six-inch line and another 
eight-inch line has been surveyed and will be constructed. 
































Many Refineries Building 


EFINERIES now under construction, added to those 
already in operation, make it certain that Fort 
Worth will become the refining center of the South¬ 
west. Prior to the discovery of the new fields there 
were in operation at Fort Worth the 15,000-barrel 
refinery of the Pierce Oil Corporation, the 12,000- 
barrel refinery of the Magnolia Petroleum Company and the 
6,000-barrel refinery of the Gulf Refining Company. At its plant 
the Magnolia Company maintains a tank farm with storage for 
2,750,000 barrels of oil. 

Since the late discoveries nine additional refineries have been 
started at Fort Worth. One of these, the plant of the Southern 
Oil & Refining Association, has been completed. It has a capacity 
of 500 barrels a day. Those under construction, with their 
capacities, are: Inland Refining Company, 5,000 barrels; Evans- 
Thwing Refining Company, 5,000 barrels; Federal Oil & Refining 
Company, 5,000 barrels; Home Oil & Refining Company, 5,000 
barrels; Texas Producing & Refining Company, 4,000 barrels; 
Montrose Oil & Refining Company, 1,500 barrels; Star Refining 
Company, 1,000 barrels; Panther City Oil & Refining Company, 
1,000 barrels. 

In addition to the foregoing companies the Ok-In Producing 
& Refining Company has purchased a site on which it will erect 
a 5,000-barrel plant and at least one other refinery is assured. 
The completion of these plants will give Fort Worth a daily 
refining capacity of 66,000 barrels daily. 

Tulsa capitalists have purchased a site on which they are 
preparing to erect a grease plant and paint factory which will 
use Ranger crude and will manufacture a number of products. 

The Texas Creosote Manufacturing Company is erecting a 
large plant for the manufacture of creosote. 
















Cheap and Abundant Fuel 


ATURAL GAS from the Oklahoma and North Texas 
fields has been brought to Fort Worth for several 
years past by the Lone Star Gas Company, whose 
lines carried from eight to ten million cubic feet 
daily. This company has surveyed and is preparing 
to lay a pipe line from the new West Texas fields 
which will bring to Fort Worth daily about 40,000,000 cubic feet 
of gas for domestic and industrial use. The Allied Oil Company, 
which purchased the holdings of the Consumers Gas & Fuel Com¬ 
pany of Mineral Wells and Weatherford, is reported to have pur¬ 
chased pipe for an additional sixteen-inch pipe line to Fort 
Worth. 

Competition between the fuel oil from her refineries and the 
abundant natural gas is certain to give Fort Worth the cheapest 
fuel in the country. The large industrial plants of the city are 
now using one or the other of these fuels. 

More than 500 oil companies, which are operating in North 
Central and West Texas, maintain offices at Fort Worth. This 
number includes some of the largest in the world. Forty-four 
supply companies have manufacturing plants, yards or ware¬ 
houses at Fort Worth and the volume of business in oil field 
supplies is constantly attracting new concerns. Warehouses now 
being built by these companies will cost more than $1,000,000. 

Long before the discovery of oil in the vicinity, Fort Worth 
had gained an important place as an industrial city. Since 
shortly after the establishment of the military post known as 
Fort Worth in 1849, the city has been the center of the cattle 
industry of the Southwest. The strategic position of the city, 
and her ample railroad facilities, attracted the packers, and Fort 
Worth is now the third largest packing center in the country. 
More than one and a half million head of livestock are slaughtered 
in the city annually, and 3,500,009 are received on the Fort Worth 
stockyards. Fort Worth is the second largest horse and mule 
market in the world. 

Fertile lands surrounding Fort Worth gave her standing as 
an important grain center, and this industry has grown until she 
is now the largest grain and milling center in Texas, with an 
elevator capacity of 5,000,000 bushels and two of the largest 
flouring mills in the South. 














Many Great Industries 


IT WORTH has four large and well equipped Cotton Oil 
Mills. Fourteen large cotton dealers purchase 1,000,000 
bales of cotton annually on the Fort Worth market. 

Fort Worth has the largest Rolling Mill in the South¬ 
west, which employs 700 men. She has the largest furniture 
factory in the South. The largest electrical power plant in 
the Southwest is located in Fort Worth and furnishes light for ninety towns 
in North Texas. 

Three of the largest creameries in the South are located in Fort Worth, 
and produce 3,000,000 pounds of butter annually. Three peanut hulling 
plants have been established in the last few years, and there is one peanut 
crushing plant. One of the largest candy factories in the South is in Fort 
Worth. 

Recent additions to the already large group of industrial plants in 
Fort Worth have been no more significant than has been the fact that 
those already established have in many instances increased their capacity. 
Among the large concerns that have made extensive additions are: George 
W. Armstrong Company, Inc. (rolling mills), Axtell Company (manu¬ 
facturers of windmills, pumps and oil well supplies), Texas Motor Car 
Association (manufacturers of automobiles and trucks), Southwestern 
Mechanical Company, Swift & Company, and the Chevrolet Motor Com¬ 
pany of Texas, which is now preparing to make large extensions of its plant. 

Large industrial plants recently located in the city include the Ralston 
Purina Mills, Purity Serum Company, American Can Company, Alexander 
Lumber Company (manufacturers of interchangeable unit house), Texas 
Creosote Manufacturing Company, Simplex Ice Machine Company, Standard 
Battery Company, Southland Tire & Rubber Company, United States Navy 
Argon Gas Plant, Double Seal Ring Company, Bessemer Gas Engine Com¬ 
pany, and several others. 

The navy gas plant will manufacture helium, a non-inflammable balloon 
gas, for the use of the army and navy. The contracts for the plant rave 
been let and it will represent an expenditure of $4,000,000. 

The following statement concerning labor conditions in Fort Worth 
comes from the Commissioner of Labor for the State of Texas: 

“Fort Worth has a larger pay-roll, a larger average wage, a larger 
number of laboring men and less trouble than any other city in the State.” 

Fort Worth has cold storage capacity equal to the combined capacities 
of all other Texas cities. Through Fort Worth is handled the fruit and 
produce crops of South Texas and about 65 per cent of the California fruit 
crop. Fort Worth is one of the largest fruit and produce distributing 
points in the country. 

She leads Texas in the distribution of wholesale groceries, and the five 
wholesale houses located in Fort Worth are among the largest in the South. 

















A $20,000,000 Building Program 


HE VAST influx of new population brought by oil develop¬ 
ment resulted in the organization of a hotel company by 
local citizens, who have raised $2,000,000 for the erection 
of a modern hotel of 500 rooms. It will be sixteen stories 
in height and will cover a ground space of 100x200 feet. 
The site has been purchased at a cost of $350,000 and con¬ 
struction will begin by July 1, 1919. 

W. T. Waggoner, multi-millionaire cattleman, is erect¬ 
ing an office building in the heart of the city. It will cost $1,000,000 and will 
be twenty stories high. 

The Farmers & Mechanics National Bank is having plans drawn for 
a twenty-four story office building, for which a site has been secured. 

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram has purchased a site at Seventh and 
Taylor Streets and plans are being drawn for a thoroughly modern news¬ 
paper plant. 

Pierre Levy and associates have purchased a site and are having plans 
drawn for an eight-story building which will contain a moving picture 
theatre and offices. 

Tulsa and St. Louis capitalists are building an apartment house on 
Pennsylvania Avenue which will cost $350,000 and will contain 119 apart¬ 
ments of three, four and five rooms each. Sites have been purchased for 
two similar buildings. Several smaller ones are now under construction. 

Three new high school buildings have recently been completed at an 
aggregate cost of $650,000. 

To meet the urgent need for more business room many of the office 
buildings have been enlarged. An addition to the Texas State Bank 
Building was made at a cost of $120,000; an addition to the Dan Waggoner 
Building at a cost of $190,000, and the Fort Worth National Bank is 
spending $100,000 on an addition to its banking quarters. 

Building permits issued in Fort Worth for the past three months have 
far outstripped those issued in any other Southwestern city. Cincinnati, 
Kansas City, Memphis, Toledo, Denver, Omaha, Dallas, Houston and San 
Antonio fell far behind Fort Worth. 

Total building permits for the year 1917 were $1,790,612; for 1918 
they were $2,267,887. In January, 1919, the permits amounted to $92,725; 
in February to $246,007; in March to $1,568,655, and in April to $825,587. 
These figures lack much of showing the actual amount of building, as most 
of the industrial plants and at least half of the new residences have been 
built outside the city limits and no permits were taken out. At least 600 
houses are now under construction in Fort Worth and its suburbs. 

Half a dozen new building additions have been laid out, and one of 
them, which embraced 247 lots, was sold out in three days. In another, in 
which a minimum building restriction of $4,500 is enforced, 40 lots were 
sold to former residents of Tulsa, Oklahoma, who have moved to Fort 
Worth. 

On April 9th, at a bond election, municipal bonds in the sum of 
$1,890,000 were authorized. The proceeds will be used in the extension 
of water, light and sewer systems and in the construction of a sewage 
disposal plant. An addition to the city filtration plant was completed 
recently at a cost of more than $250,000. 

















A Consistent Growth 


The growth of the city is reflected in the postoffice receipts for the past 
ten years, which follow: 


1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 


$272,242.91 

307,261.71 

323,710,46 

352,570.62 

393,363.38 

409,090.59 

431,327.10 

471,134.00 

582,558.85 

815,869.87 


Fort Worth has eleven National and State banks with deposits of $50,000,000. 
The May statement of the banks showed an increase of more than 10 per cent 
in deposits in three months. The growth in bank clearings for the past five years 
is shown by the figures below: 


1914 .$393,153,383 

1915 . 435,289,425 

1916 . 487,328,982 

1917 . 668,322,419 

1918 .,.... 694,451,202 


There are more than 50,000 checking accounts in the banks of the city. 

The National Bank of Commerce has recently been chartered with a capital¬ 
ization of $1,000,000 and several of the other banks have increased their cap¬ 
italization. 


Fort Worth is headquarters for the Cattle Raisers Association of Texas, 
the Texas Grain Dealers Association, the Farmers Union of Texas, and the 
Wholesale Food and Produce Dealers Association. 

Fort Worth secures its water supply from Lake Worth, six miles from the 
city. Lake Worth is the largest artificial body of water in the Southwest. It 
is more than fourteen miles long and two miles wide and impounds 30,000,000,000 
gallons of water. The total length of the dam is 3,300 feet and of the spillway 
700 feet. The Meandering Road around the lake is one of the most delightful 
drives in the South. A wide paved highway leads from the lake to the city and 
is one of a system of improved reads in Tarrant County which gives the county 
first place in Texas for good roads. An election at which a proposal for the 
issuance of $3,500,000 additional bonds for good reads will be voted upon, is to 
be held in the near future. 


Fort Worth has one university; two Class A colleges, nine private schools 
and twenty-eight public schools. It has one hundred churches, ten of which have 
buildings costing $100,000 or more. 

Wide shaded streets, well kept lawns and a multitude of flowers, add to the 
attractiveness of the city. Roses bloom in the yards for nine months in the year. 
The winters are mild and the summers are tempered by constant breezes. Health 
conditions are excellent. Malaria is unknown. The death rate is less than nine 
per thousand. The elevation is 800 feet, and the annual rainfall 36 inches. 
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Fort Worth is the Nearest City of Importance to all 

of the New Oil Fields 


FALL5 V 













































































